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Shiloh by Phyllis Reynolds Naylor
Summer Reading Questions
The questions below are to guide the students through their summer reading book. Students are to
answer the questions on a separate sheet of paper. Answers do not have to be written in complete
sentences.
On the first full day of school, students will turn in their questions for a completion grade and take a test
on the book for a major grade.
Happy reading!
Chapter 1
1. Describe Marty’s personality. What does he like and dislike?
2. How does Marty feel about animals?
3. How does the dog get his name?
Chapter 2
1. What does Marty want to put in his pocket for Shiloh?
2. Describe what Marty wants to be when he grows up? Why might this be hard for Marty?
3. How does Marty feel about taking Shiloh back? Prove your answer with evidence from the text.
Chapters 3-4
1. Do you think Marty will be able to buy Shiloh from Judd? What are some ways he could earn
money to do this?
2. What is Marty’s room like? How is it different from your room?
3. Marty says Judd needs a magazine about dogs to make him kind. What sort of things does Judd
say about his dogs that proves he needs a lesson in kindness?
4. How do you think Judd would feel about the new game warden? Why do you feel this way?
5. What are the things Marty promises Shiloh?
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Chapter 5-6
1. In chapter five, Marty has three immediate problems- keeping Shiloh quiet, keeping him hidden,
and keeping him fed. How does Marty solve these three problems?
2. Explain why Marty can finally get a good night’s rest?
3. In chapter 6, Marty makes the comment that sometimes your whole life can turn into a lie.
What type of lies has he told recently?
Chapters 7-8
1. Describe the differences between Marty’s house and David’s house.
2. Describe the differences between Marty’s mother and David’s mother. Why do you think
Marty’s mother can’t do everything David’s mother can?
3. What do people think about the Prestons when Marty asks for discounted food? What do
people begin to do in chapter eight when they think the Prestons are having a hard time?
4. Who finds Shiloh and Marty?
Chapters 9-10
1. What makes Mom follow Marty?
2. What deal do Ma and Marty make about not telling Dad about Shiloh?
3. What is Marty’s plan to keep Shiloh from going back to Judd?
4. What do you believe is this right thing to do- follow the law and return the dog, or save the dog
from abuse?
Chapters 11-12
1. Why do you think Marty wants to be alone with his loneliness instead of playing with David?
2. How is Shiloh treated when he comes home from the doctor?
3. What makes Marty’s bones turn to icicles? What does he mean when he says this?
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Chapters 13-15
1. What does Marty go to Judd’s house to do? Why could this be bad for Marty’s father?
2. Is the bargain that Marty and Judd make a fair one? What will each of them gain if they stick to
the bargain?
3. Reread the last paragraph in the book. What does Marty mean when he says nothing is as simple
as it seems?
4. What has Marty learned about himself and Judd at the end of the story?

Shiloh

(This is the first book in the Shiloh series.)

by Phyllis Reynolds Naylor
 Lexile Measure: 0890
 Paperback: 144 pages
 Publisher: Atheneum Books for Young Readers; 1 edition (September 1, 2000)
 Language: English
 ISBN-10: 0689835825
 ISBN-13: 978-0689835827
Please Note: Summer reading selections are chosen based on literary merit and with high academic standards in mind. The books assigned
by the English department at Pillow Academy represent a mix of classic and contemporary literature. Many books address complex situations
and may contain adult themes and language. Pillow Academy recognizes that a particular work may be objectionable to a student or parent
but further believes that exposure to these literary works far outweighs the benefit of censorship. The attempt to expose students to
challenging topics and issues is intended to serve as opportunities for students to think, theorize, question, and explore.
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